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CLINICS. /SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 

wide OF MEDICAL DELUSIONS, 
PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. > Miss Martineau’s Marvelous Mesmeri- 
Surgical Wards. zation unmystified—*A Medical Report 
Service of Dr. Rannotra. ‘of the Case of Miss H M ,” has 


Jases admitted into the Surgical Wards of: recently been drawn up and published by 
ihe Penn. Hospital, since Dec. 21,1844, Mr. T. M. Greenhow, for general circula- 
Abscess in scrotum, 1; do.inthigh,1; burn, tion, with “the entire concurrence of the 
i, (died, 1); caries of tibia, 1; concussion of; patient’”’* [!] “scarcely any one,” Mr. G. 
orain, 1; contusions, 3; dislocation, com-° adds, being really “ ignorant of the general 
pound, of astragalus, 1, (died, 1); fistula in: character of the precise causes of her con- 
nd, 3; fracture of nose, 1; do. of lower jaw, : tinued suffering.” ‘The following condensa- 
:: do. of clavicle, 1; do. of forearm, 2; do, ; tion of this report, which we copy from the 
radius, 5; do. of metacarpal bones, 1; do.} Lancet of Jan. 4th, will furnish our readers 
f thigh, 3; do. of leg, 2; do. of fibula, 1;: with the prominent details. 
0. compound, of knee-joint, 1; gonorrhoa,; “In a letter from Venice, dated June 14th, 
‘; hydrocele, 1; inflammation of axilla, 2;) 1839, Miss M., et. 37, first communicated 
1. of knee, 1; do. of arm, 1; iritis, 1;’to me that, during the preceding year, she 
‘aronychia, 1; poisoning from laudanum, had been sensible of a ‘great failure of 
+ Sprain of ankle, 1; syphilis, 5; tumour; nerve and spirits, and of strength.’ Frre- 
oa scalp, 1; ulcer, 7; wounds, gunshot of ‘quently she experienced sharp pain in the 
tand, 3; do. contusion of scalp, 3; do. in- uterine region, the catamenia occurring 
‘wed of foot, 2; do. do. neck, 1; do. do,’ every two or three weeks, and a very irri 


‘ce, 2.—Total admission, 74; deaths,2. 
’ # Miss M. has since stated that Dr. Greenhow 


FP. W. SARGENT, M. D., ‘was mistaken in supposing he had her entire con- 
Resident Surgeon. ‘currence to his laying his statement before the 
Feb, 21, 1845, ; public. 
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tating discharge, of a brown or yellowish 
colour, taking place in the intervals. ‘The 
irregular uterine discharges continued, occa- 
sionally mixed with clotted blood ; and she 
suffered from many distressing symptoms, 
evidently arising from uterine irritation ; 
‘inability to stand or walk, aching and 
weariness of the back, extending down the 
legs to the heels ;’ ‘tenderness and pain, on 
pressure, in the left groin, extending by the 
hip to the back. The spirits became much 
depressed, and the power of enjoyment was 
gone.’ At the same time, ‘a membranous 
substance, like the end of a little finger,’ 
was discovered projecting from the os uteri, 
described in the following terms, by a friend 
who accompanied Miss M. on her journey. 
‘Twice there has been a discharge, similar 
in colour and substance, to blood. Two 
days ago it was found that, from the same 
passage, (vagina,) was protruding the extre- 
mity of a solid substance, totally insensible, 
of a reddish-brown colour, in form resem- 
bling the end of a bullock’s tongue, with a 
decided edge or point; it can be pushed 
back without difficulty or pain, but it falls 
again. Either prolapsus uteri or a poly- 


pous tumour, of a fibrous nature, was con- | 


jectured to be the occasion of these appear- 
ances. From Lucerne, July 6, 1839, Miss 
M. wrote respecting one character of the 
complaint, (retroverston of the uterus,) 
which took place :—*I cannot walk with- 
out injury, but keep my feet laid up, and 
my knees somewhat raised, as the easiest 
posture. I began to use the syringe, as you 
and Dr. Nardo (an Italian physician) re- 
commended : it was a great relief, but, in 
three days, there was no room for it, and, 
on this account, I have never been able to 
use it since. I discontinued the sponge, 
finding it irritating, as you say, and it is 
not now necessary.’ The sponge was used 
as a pessary, and the syringe for injecting 
tepid fluid into the vagina. The occupation 
of the vagina, by the enlarged and retro- 
verted uterus, I wish to be held in view. 
“In July, 1839, Miss M. arrived in New- 


‘anterior part of the cavity, and the by), 
and fundus of the organ passing horizo;. 
tally backwards, till the latter approached 
the sacrum. The enlarged uterus thys 
occupying the antero-posterior diameter of 
the pelvis, pressed respectively against the 
/urethra and neck of the bladder and the 
lower part of the rectum, and this pressure 
often caused great uneasiness. While the 
fundus uteri extended backwards, towards 
_the sacrum, the cervix was bent downwards 
behind the pubes, nearly at a right angle 
and, hanging from the lip was a sma! 
: polypus, which was soon removed, but with- 
‘out alleviation of the symptoms. I was 
assured, by my patient, that the projecting 
body which showed itself at Venice was dif. 
- ferent from, and much larger than this small 
polypus ; and though the os uteri was not 
dilatable with the finger, and, from its pre. 
_ternatural position, was in a very unfavour- 
able condition for the exclusion of any body 
contained within the uterus, I for some time 
hoped that another and larger polypus might 
again appear. Warm baths and ergot of 
rye did not promote this object, and soon 
only appropriate palliatives were employed. 
“The tenderness in the left groin was 
"somewhat relieved by leeches, but total rest 
soon became absolutely necessary, and the 
nervous discomfort indicated recourse to opi- 
‘ates, used in great moderation, but without 
‘much relief being obtained. Subsequently, 
oppressive retching supervened, and much 
difficulty in micturition, and in emptying 
the bowels, attended the pressure of the 
uterine tumour, as well as the distressing 
pains frequently extending to the beels 
‘The abdomen became considerably distend- 
‘ed, from flatus and other contents; for the 
‘uterus could never be felt above the brim of 
the pelvis, though it doubtless, by pushing 
the viscera upwards, in some measure, ptt 
duced a general enlargement of the figure. 
Not unfrequently, although aperients or 10 
jections were used, a gradual accumulation 
‘in the bowels took place, giving rise to mn 
_creased distress, requiring active purgatives. 


castle and placed herself under my care, } The constant aching in the back rendered 
suffering from the various morbid nervous it painful to rest upon the sacrum, on the 
sensations already described, moderate walk- } sofa; so a prone position was adopted. 

ing exercise being attended with great in- | « Little variation took place in the sy™pP 
convenience. The whole symptoms were ; toms, or in the affected organ ; and, in 184", 
referable to some derangement of the uterus, ‘I stated the case to Sir Charles M. Clarke, 
which, on examination, was found large,’ who thought that rest and palliative trea’ 
retroverted, and fixed low down in the va-; ment—the general health being carefully 


gina, the os and cervix uteri occupying the ; maintained—could alone be depended 02: 
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but, in Sept., 1841, Sir Charles visiting this 
artof the country, after a very careful inves- | 
tigation, gave the following opinion in writ- 
ing, dated September 30th. He says: ‘T? 
perfectly agree with you, that the disease 
was an enlargement of the body of the 
uterus; that the neck was perfectly healthy; 
although the majority of these enlargements | 
of its body do not yield to external applica- 
tions or to internal remedies : nevertheless, ‘ 
the disorder produces mechanical symptoms | 
onlv, and does not lead to any fatal result, 
to which disease of the neck does lead. In 
an instance or two, I have known such 
complaints as Miss M.’s subside; and I 
would employ, for this purpose, the conti-' 
nued external use of iodine ointment,’ but’ 
which my patient refased to carry into effect. 
Therefore, I proposed a course of iodide of 
iron, which, with short intervals, was perse-_ 
vered in till July or August, 1844. The 
distressing sickness was thus greatly miti- | 
gated, the appetite improved, and increased - 
health and mental energy showed itself. 
The following, in September, 1843, was her | 
own opinion of its effects at that time :— I: 
suppose [ owe my much improved comfort 
mainly to the pills, (iodide of iron ;) indeed, 
itis very great. The pulling and sinking— 
the mechanical troubles, as one may call’ 
them—of course continue ; but the almost’ 
total absence of sickness, and the striking 
lessening of the ‘distress,’ are such a comfort - 
to me!’ Occasional examinations of the 
affected organs took place, but no change. 
could be discovered, excepting the appear- ‘ 
ance of amembranous substance at the os 
uteri, which, generally, scarcely protruded | 
reyond its lips, though occasionally de- | 
scribed as larger, resembling the appearance | 
observed at Venice, though smaller. It pro- | 
ceeded from the interior of the uterus, and ' 
had no attachment to the neck, the finger 
passing round it on all sides, naturally giving 
rise to the renewed supposition that the 
uterus contained a polypous growth, whose 
“eparation might be effected by time. 

“On April 2d, 1844, I first detected a 
change in the uterus. The fundus was less 
ixed, and could be slightly raised from its po- 
‘tion, The membranous pedicle remained. 

“In June, Miss M. suffered much from in- 
cwten, with loaded bowels. The symp- 
in np to the organic affection, espe- 
nit e distressing pain in the back, were 
; eased ; means were used to correct the 

‘eral derangement, and a plaster with 


( 


? 


belladonna was applied to the sacral region, 
from which but slight relief was obtained. 
The unwonted symptoms of indisposition 
had subsided, when, on June 22d, the mes- 
meric treatment was commenced, of which 
a full account has been published in the 
Atheneum, by Miss M. From this time 
she ceased to be properly under my care, 
though her accustomed remedies were not 
yet laid aside; but, on September 4th, I 
carefully repeated my examination, and 
found, as on April 2d, the posteriur con- 
nections of the uterus less fixed. ‘The re- 
troversion continues, but the fundus, which 
rests against the rectum and sacrum, feels 
looser, and admits of being raised to some 
extent with the finger in vaginam. It is 
less firm in substance, and the os uteri, to 
a certain extent, dilatable. Within, and 
slightly projecting from the os uteri, can be 
felt two substances, which convey to the 
finger a sensation as if two lumbrici, of 
moderate size, hung through the mouth of 
the uterus. These bodies are said, on pres- 
sure, occasionally to exude a reddish dis- 
charge. Miss M. informed me that the cata- 
menia have resumed their natural course, 
and that the breasts have increased in bulk. 
The iodide of iron, and all aperients, have 
been discontinued, the bowels having lately 
acted with regularity. ‘The use of opiates 
has been greatly diminished by enema, and, 
internally, altogether omitted. The sickness 
and other gastric inconveniences have ceased ; 
the irritation in the rectum and neck of the 
bladder is no longer complained of ; quiet- 
ude has succeeded to irritability of the nerv- 
ous system. 11th.—Comfortable, and opi- 
ates greatly diminished ; other medicines 
unnecessary. Been in the garden, on a 
sofa cushion. 2lst—Reports favourably. 
Opiate reduced to a very small dose. Walk- 
ed to the Haven, with no uneasy effects. 
Oct. 8th.—Can walk two miles and a half. 
Opiates discontinued. At first, the nights 
were bad. Last night she slept well, having 
taken a quantity of brandy and water. No 
irritation at the neck of the bladder. Some 
pressure still on rectum; otherwise feels well. 
Bowels regular. 

« Dec. 6th.—Again carefully examined the 
uterus, which is /ess fired. The retroversion 
‘continues, the fundus still extending to- 
‘wards the sacrum, while the os uteri ap- 
proaches the pubes. The two membranous 
‘pedicles remain hanging out of the os 
‘uteri; the health quite good, and the cata- 
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menia regular; the nervous pains and irri- bility, understand. Plain, honest, matter. 
tations all subsided. Renewed habits of of-fact practical men may rely upon it thy: 
activity seem to have greatly contributed to there are Prizssnirzs, Haunemanys ap) 
restore the symmetry of the abdomen. Mesmens nearer home than they think. 
« A glance at the prescriptions employed, and that the same insane yearning after ny. 
excepting on particular emergencies, during velties and wonders is well understood and 
the last three years, will show the error of cultivated by a certain class of practitioners, 
supposing that Miss M. was in the habit of While we write this, an example presents 
seeking relief in large and unmeasured doses _ itself. A lady, the mother of a family, and 
of opium, (It is unnecessary to copy them previously a person apparently prudent, calls 
in this analysis. ) attention to a child in a more dangerous cop. 
« Knowing well that no malignant disease dition than she suspects. We suggest the 
of the affected organ existed, I always be- necessity of immediately sending for her re. 
lieved that a time would arrive when my gular medical attendant, but she replies, 
patient would be relieved from most of her ‘ Had not I better at once take her to ‘some 
distressing symptoms, and released from her’ of them great doctors?” naming one o 
long-continued confinement. The catame- : two who have contrived to acquire this kind 
nial crisis appeared the most probable period, , of character, at the expense of their less 
but I did not despair of this happening noisy cotemporaries. We ask whether she 
sooner; though she never willingly listened has ever employed either of them before, or 
to my suggestions of the probability of such found that her old and tried family attend. 
events, but seemed always best satisfied with ant had failed; but all would not do. She 
admissions that she must ever remain a se- evidently was bent on being in the fashion, 
cluded invalid—an additional symptom of’ and having it to say that her child was «t- 
the morbid influence over the nervous sys- tended by the doctor that wrote the great 
tem, of the class of diseases in which this, book, and who attends Lady This and the 
case must be included. Oftener than once, Hon. Mrs. That. There is nothing new in 
I have used the expression that, probably, all-this. Quacks and quack-fanciers have 
before long, Miss M. would take up her bed always existed and must continue to exist; 
and walk. In this case, the advocates of but there is evidently at present an epidemic 
mesmerism may try to find arguments in mania prevalent, which exhibits itself ina 
support of their opinions. But the experi- strange desire to acquire notoriety by a 
enced practitioner will have little difficulty ‘display of infirmities which formerly were 
in bringing the whole into harmony with studiously concealed—Dublin Med. Press. 
the well-established laws of human physio- a 
logy. ‘The condition of the uterus, in De- 
cember, 1844, is but the natural sequel of. MEDICAL NEWS. 
progressive improvement begun in April; | — 
and the time had arrived when a new and : DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
powerful stimulus only was required, to en- Brodie Medal.—One of the splendid me- 
able the enthusiastic mind of my patient to. dals struck in honour of Sir Benjamin Col- 
shake off the nervous symptoms.” _lins Brodie, Bart., has been presented to the 
ones } University of Pennsylvania, by a committee 
Quackeries of the Day.—While we treat } appointed by the Medical Profession of Great 
the proceedings of these hydropaths, homeo- - Britain, who have adopted this mode of tes- 
paths and mesmerists with the levity their ' tifying their esteem and regard for that emi- 
absurdities naturally produce, and while we : nent surgeon, and their grateful appreciation 
are unable to refrain from indulging in a’ of his scientific acquirements, by which the 
laugh at Harrier Martineav, Lord Den- profession of medicine has been so much 
pian and Owen AHERN, we submit these: advanced. 
matters, from time to time, to our readers, —_ 
to enable them to meet the senseless efforts’ The Medical Professionin New York.--The 
of simpletons to judge and argue respecting ' ignorance which prevails in England, with 
such things, and to prevent medical men regard to the real condition of things in this 
from giving way to the silly clamours of country, is sufficiently notorious; neverthe- 
feeble-minded and uneducated persons, re- less, we were, we must confess, somewha 
specting subjects they cannot, by any possi-’ surprised at the following statement, gravel’ 
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et forth In so respectable a journal as the 
tndon Medical Gazette. «The perni- 
‘ ys consequences of the non-restrictive 
oat says the editor of that Journal, 
ip an editorial article in his No. for 31st 
January Jast, “are amply demonstrated in 


ve American States of the North. In the 


cy of New York, for instance, where any 
coeblack may arrogate the title and funce- 
wons of a doctor of physic, things have come 
» such a pass, that scarcely a practitioner 
of honourable feeling is found willing to 
eoter the lists with the disgrazeful competi- 
tors he must needs encounter. 


‘ 


ruth, the profession is in a most degraded 
-yndition. In fact, with the exception of 
ome four or five physicians of established 
reputation, a great proportion of the practi- 
ioners of that populous place are ignorant 
and boastful pretenders, alike guiltless of 
education and of principle. We have been 
informed, by an intelligent eye-witness, that 
the sittings of its Medical Society more re- 
smbled a bear-garden than @ convention of 
members of aliberal art. ‘The ordinary qua- 
lication to ensure practice among the mass 
of the community is to establish an apothe- 
cary’s shop in some frequented street, and 
then to pulf off a nostrum or two. 
help of such appliances, impudence and 
ellrontery rarely fail to succeed in gaining 
tie credulity of the public, and ousting the 
regular practitioner. We are told that an 
empiric of this stamp realized a larger for- 
tune than ever fell to the lot of any member 


There, of a. 


By the: 
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with which it has been issued, and for the 
good faith with which they have fulfilled 
their promises as to the period of its com- 
pletion. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

Comparison between a new vaccine virus 
‘and that of 1836.—M. Fiarp has commu- 
nicated to the Academy of Sciences, Paris, 
the result of experiments which he has 
made, in order to establish the differential 
characters of the development, march and 
duration of the vaccine matter recently dis- 
covered by M. Magendie and himself, com- 
pared with that of 1836. 

In one arrondissement, he inoculated 351 
persons with it. It appears to be more active 
than the old, and to possess a greater facility 
of transmission in man. From these expe- 
riments, M. Fiard is of opinion that it is not, 
as has hitherto been thought, the greater or 
lesser development of the vaccine pustules 
on the eighth or ninth day, which essential- 
ly demonstrates the degeneration of the 
virus, but the regular and continued pro- 
gress, and especially the duration of the 
eruption, which indicates the various de- 
grees of this degeneration. It is more par- 
ticularly, as in small-pox, the shortening of 
‘the regular period of the eruption, which 

denotes the attenuation of, or decrease of 
efficacy in, the virus collected from the cow, 
, and artificially transferred and kept up in 
}the human subject. 

> Tables containing the comparative facts, 


) 
) 


of the faculty in that city. As a natural } with regard to the development, march and 
result of so debased a state of things, the , duration of the new vaccine lymph of 1844, 
wulteration of drugs is carried on to an un- ‘and that of 1836, in the same child, show 
sounded extent. Every article in the mate- , that, till the eighth day, there is no differ- 
ia medica, of any value, is notoriously so- ;ence; but, on the ninth day, the desiccation 
phisticated.* In the Southern States of the / of the old pustules commences, and is com- 
Union, namely, Carolina, Georgia and Lou-’ plete on the thirteenth or fourteenth day. 
isiana, Where some collegiate control exists, ‘The progress and development of the new, 
‘Xe profession is, we believe, altogether on a} on the contrary, are slower, and desiccation 
‘eller footing.” ‘is not complete till the sixteenth or seven- 


‘teenth day, thus showing a difference of 
2 


Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine.—This ’ from three to four days. 

work is now complete, and makes nil Jenner’s vaccine lymph, after thirty-nine 
toodly-sized royal octavo volumes, em-; years transmission from man to man, com- 
“racing a vast amount of useful practical ‘ pared, in 1836, to the lymph of that period, 
information, The American editor and pub- } dried upon the twelfth day; while that of 
‘shers deserve credit for the punctuality { 1836, like that of 1844, did not complete its 
* Salts of morphia have 1 sat ; desiccation till the seventeenth day. That 

i © been met with in com- * of 1836, in the present day, after eight years 


Pra 
ma 


‘dea taining ninety-nine and a@ half in the ,°", 2 . 
“ted of foreign matter; nor is it by any means , sojourn in the human subject, compared to 


““onmon tor a practitioner to vaunt his adminis- ‘that of 1844, which does not dry up till the 
, 


“'g calomel in the dose of a hundred grains and } . 
Pwards, ‘ seventeenth day, desiccates on the thirteenth 


{ 
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or fourteenth day, the eruptive duration thus! pitals, attending lectures, or undergoing ¢}, 
losing three or four days.—Prov. Med. & disgusting details of the dissecting-room, ;, 
Surg. Jour., Dec. 18, from Gaz. Med. de. nothing? On the contrary, Society takes ; 
Saris, ; thousand Protean shapes to extract Moner 
ane | from the pockets of this very man, whom » 
Society and the Doctors.—A surgeon is | victimizes afterwards for not running like 
sent for to atttend a sick person—we now lamp-lighter to do its business gratis, 
simply state a case occurring only the other’ In the shape of a Professor, Society divs: 
day: in the discharge of his professional into the pockets of the student for fees {, 
duties, he is ready to go—in the discharge ‘ lectures, demonstrations and hospital atten). 
of his duty to himself and family, he in-’ ance; in the shape of a landlady and trades. 
quires who is to pay him. The reply to this ' people, it makes him pay through the nose 
reasonable, and, in a man who gets his live- ‘ for every thing he has, and, sometimes, {yy 
lihood by an arduous profession, natural in- § things he has not had; in the shape of a 
quiry, is, imprecations and abusive language: | college, it makes him pay for his diploma 
the surgeon declines to attend the patient, before it admits him to examination, 
and the patient unfortunarely dies, Society’ Nor has Society done with him then, 
taking no more trouble than to order a coro-’ When he sets up an establishment, Society 
ner’s inquest. The inquest is held; the sur- expects that he will maintain the station of ; 
geon states the facts above stated; he states, ’ gentleman; that he will pay his tailor,hisbuteh. 
moreover, that he frequently was knocked er, his shoemaker, his baker, his druggist; tha: 
up to attend paupers, the children of society; he willconduct himselfin an honest, straiz\. 
to exercise his humanity, skill and attention | forward manner, paying everybody his due, 
upon them, without getting a farthing; that and having laid down this law for him, *. 
he has himself knocked up the butcher, to; ciety, when, through its parsimony, inhu- 
get materials for making beef-tea for the pa- : manity or neglect, an outcast perishes in its 
tient, and was refused, with butcher-like ex- ) streets, empanels a coroner’s jury of this 
pressions; that he lived by his profession; | very tailor, butcher, shoemaker, baker, to 
that his time was his means of life; that, in ' victimize this doctor, who is so inhuman as 
this particular case, he was preparing to at- | to inquire who is to pay him; this hari- 
tend the patient, when he was revolted by ’ hearted practitioner who, expecting to pay, 
the abuse of those who solicited his aid. _ has the audacity to expect to be paid! 
Society, represented by the coroner, or his’ But we are told by the coroner, who, by 
deputy, we forget which, waxed exceedingly | the way, was paid for his services, that hu- 
indignant. The poor practitioner was in-‘ manity is a great thing—a sacred duty—p 
formed, with ludicrous gravity, “That if he ; ramount to considerations of profit and loss. 
got no money, he should have found suffi- > Very good—very fine. But let us exten! 
cient recompense in the esteem of his fel- this principle. Are coroners, judges, law- 
low-men;” that he should be ready, at all’ yers, and coroners’ juries, to have the bene- 
hours of the day and night, to do Society’s fit of it? 
business, in the way of his profession, for! Humanity, we presume, is not limited to 
nothing. “Humanity,” said the coroner, } physicking paupers for nothing; humanity's 
“is a great thing.” The jury, among whom ; not merely a medical virtue, though Socie'y 
might or might not have been the butcher ' seems to think so. . 
who refused materials for beef-tea, became; The prompt administration of justice i 
humane and benevolent, as it cost them no-‘ humanity; yet what judge on the bene: 
thing, and “fully concurred in the observa- ‘ administers justice for nothing? It is hu- 
tions of the coroner.” { manity to investigate the causes of sudden 
Now, let us see whether, in his conduct ‘ or suspicious deaths; yet did any man ev 
towards this poor medical man, Society did | hear of any coroner who sat upon any JU! 
not, on this occasion, exhibit himself a most) since the time of Alfred, without being p%'’ 
unfeeling, as well as an impudent fellow. _{ his fees and his mileage? ‘To feed the hu 
A man determines to invest his time and \ gry, to clothe the naked, to visit widows an 
money in obtaining the diploma of the Col- orphans in their afflictions, is humanity; ye 
lege of Surgeons. Very well. Does Society we hear of no tailor, butcher, baker, wh 
educate him for nothing? Does Society feed, : refuses to give bread, beef and clothes, ! 
clothe and lodge him while walking the hos- nothing, being told by coroners’ juries that 
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. gets no money, he gains the esteem 8 Doctors in Medicine and Surgery; 10 are 
« felloweworkmen.” dentists; 14 oculists; 16 homeopathists; 4 
| Will the esteem of his fellow-workmen ‘ magnetizers; 320 are members of the Legion 
oj the poor doctor or clothe his wife and of Honour (4 commanders, 50 officers and 
jen, or pay house-rent, or taxes, or ap- 266 knights); 42 do not practise, some from 
-gcon his frugal board in the shape of a age and infirmities; others, because exclu- 
_, of mutton and trimmings? Will the. sively occupied with scientific objects; and 
sain of his fellow-workmen preserve him > others, again, because they have taken to 
; prusty clothes or an empty stomach; from different careers. ‘The mean number of 
«distress for rent, or from the insolvent court? . deaths was, from 1834 to 1840, 20 per an- 
Let him go to the workhouse with the | num; and from 1840 to 1844, only eighteen. 
esteem of his fellow-workmen in his pocket, ; Finally, the number of officers of health is 
snd he will be set to break stones or pick , 168; pharmaciens, 326; and midwives, 450. 
akum, just the same as if his fellow-work- ; To complete this table, I will add the number 
nen did not esteem him in the least; and ; of inscriptions, or entries, taken on the 15th 
when he dies, after a life spent in gaining of November, 1844, at the Faculty of Me- 
the esteem of his fellow-workmen, by run-{ dicine, Paris: they amounted to 800; in 
sing after sick paupers for nothing, let his ; 1843, they were only 749. Of the 800 in- 
widow go befure a police magistrate for re- ; scriptions, 251 were new students, viz: those 
ef, and she will be lucky, indeed, if the ; commencing their medical studies,199; those 
esteem of her late husband’s fellow-men en- ; coming from the different preparatory schools, 
wes her to take change out of a sovereign. } 43; those coming from the other Faculties, 
Medical men are fair game—their profes- | 6.—Med. Times. 
don isa noble, humane and liberal profes- } “= 
son; therefore, besure, they are expected to; Nutrition of Plants.—It is generally be- 
te nuble, humane and liberal enough never ; lieved that carbonic acid is the true nutri- 
wexpect payment; they are advertised for, ment of plants. Prof. Scuvurz, of Berlin, 
uu the same way as tallow-candles and scrags } on the contrary, has been led, by the results 
of mutton, and for the same use—the use of | of his experiments, to the conclusion, that 
the parish poor; therefore, besure, they must} carbonic acid is scarcely decgmposed by 
ve gentlemen, disdaining payment. | plants; that manure and humus never dis- 
They have been, and still are, a profession , solve in carbonic acid, and that all the oxy- 
foolishly charitable, and criminally benevo- } gen exhaled by plants is not supplied by 
went, to the injury of themselves, their fami-} carbonic acid, but by the vegetable acids 
ves and their fellows; therefore, Society ‘ contained naturally in the juices of plants, 
ukes them at their word; if they work for {such as gallic, malic, lactic, tartaric, citric 
nothing, they get no thanks; and if they ; and other acids. 
‘on't work for nothing, they are rebuked by - 
ines of butchers, bakers and tailors, who » A Vermifuge Liniment.—The following 
glory in the chance of sitting, once in their }liniment is used in some parts of France, 
wes, in judgment upon a gentleman. — with much success, in cases of worms being 
London Med. Gaz., January, 1845, from ; rubbed on the abdomen: K.—OIL. Ricini,Zix; 
loung England, No. 2. Ol. Absinthii, 5ss; Ol. Tanaceti, 3ss; ‘Tinct. 
— Felicis Maris Ether, gtt. x.—M. Its effi- 
Statistics of the Medical Practitioners of }cacy may be much improved by macerating 
Farix—The following statistical table has }a small quantity of garlic in the ol. tanaceti. 
ist appeared, in a work (Almanach Géné- Journ. de Med. 
ral de Medecine) published by M. Domange. — 
The number of Doctors in Medicine and} On the Injury resulting to the Health of 
“urgery, on the Ist January, 1845, was? Individuals Inhabiting New Houses.—An 


430; in 1833, there were 1090; in feng presen paper on the above subject is 
; 





‘s*0; in 1839, 1310; in 1841, 1360; in} contained in the third number of the Jour- 
_— 1423, Of the 1430, 1323 are of the jnal fiir Practischen Heilkunde, for 1844. 
aculty of Paris; 50 of that of Montpellier; } The atmosphere, in such buildings, becomes 
“lof that of Strasburgh; 26 from foreign $ contaminated or altered in its composition. 
“alversities, authorized to practise by ordon-; These changes may arise from several 
‘nce royale; 15 are Doctors in Surgery; }sources;—the moisture of the atmosphere 
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may be increased from the exhalation of bladder, slip over it a catheter, open at hor! 
watery vapour from the wood, stone and ends. ‘The passage of the latter inwards ‘ 
mortar used in the construction of the build- facilitated by a bit of silk passed through; 
ing. The carbonic acid in the ait may be and then tied to the extremity of the bougie 
diminished by combining with the lime, or ‘T’o cause the catheter to penetrate easily 4p, 
with certain metallic salts, used as colour) without pain intothe bladder, it is sufficien: ty 
stuffs for the walls, &c. The author further push it onwards on the bougie, drawing ger. 
remarks, that the air contains particles of, tly all the time on the silk. This method ha; 
lime suspended in it, and that, where the succeeded in all the cases in which the ay. 
rooms are much heated by stoves, for the’ thor employed it, some of these being very 
purpose of drying the house, if the walls: difficult ones; and, from these facts, he cog. 
have been painted with colour stuffs of lead, cludes: 1, that catheterism, performed in the 
or arsenic, these metals may be volatilized,’ way just described, is, of all the known me. 
and thus act injuriously through the lungs. thods, the easiest and most certain; 2, thatj: 
As diseases likely to arise from the above- ‘ succeeds wherever the other methods are ap 
mentioned causes, the whole category of ills. plicable; 3, that it succeeds where the othe;; 
that could befall the body are enumerated We. fail; 4, that it sets aside all painful trials, « 
can easily understand how bronchitis, rheu-: ruptures of the canal, all false passages a; 
matism and similar affections might result‘ all the accidents which they give rise to; 5, 
from the aforesaid conditions of the atmo-: that, to perform it, no peculiar skill is needed; 
sphere» hut when the writer includes among ‘ on the contrary, it may be employed by per. 
these diseases gastro-malacia, gangrene of sons not at all accustomed to such an opera. 
the lungs and uterus, we are inclined to‘ tion; 6, that it enables us to set aside the 
think his imagination has outstripped his | numerous instruments proposed to overcome 
judgment. Dr. R. concludes by inviting the, the different obstacles encountered.—Med. 
government to enact certain sanitary restric-; Times, Jan. 25, 1845. 
tions regarding the inhabiting newly-built : — 
houses.— N. Journ. Med. ; Sydenham Society —We have received 
another splendid volume, issued by this s0- 
New Formula for Blistering Plaster.—‘ ciety. Itis entitled “ Observations on Aneu- 
M. Lovranour recommends the following ‘ rism, selected from the Works of the Princi- 
preparation, as preferable, in some cases, to’ pal Writers on that Disease, from the earliest 
the ordinary emplastrum lytte: I.—Resin. ; periods to the close of the last century;” and 
elem., styrac. liquid., 44 Ziv; cer. flav. 33. is “ translated and edited by John E. Erichsen, 
camph. pulv., 3j; pulv. mel. vesicat, Zviij.; Lecturer on General Anatomy and Physio 
Melt, at a gentle heat, the elemiand the wax; ‘ logy at the Westminster Hospital.” 
then add, first the styrax, and then the Spa- _~ 
nish fly, leaving the mixture on a gentle fire; Joduret of Potassium in Saturnine Af 
for half an hour. It must then be removed, | fections.—MM. Guritot and Metsess have 
and stirred with a spatula, until nearly cold, obtained, they say, very favourable results 
when the camphor, previously finely pow- {from the ioduret of potassium, in the treat 
dered, is to be added.— Med. Times, Jan. 25, ment of saturnine diseases. ‘They have in- 
1845, creased the dose gradually to 3ij 4 day. 
— From six to ten ounces, they say, will com- 
An easy and certain method of performing | plete the cure. 
Catheterism, even in the most difficult cases. | —_ 
By J. G. Maisonnevve.—In the hands of New Hospital in Paris.—Thecity of Pars 
the ablest and most experienced surgeons, , is about to construct a new hospital, of im- 
catheterism, in cases of retention of urine, , mense size, near the Faubourg St. Denis. It 
is often a difficult and sometimes a danger- } is to have the name of Louis Philippe. 
ous operation, and, in those of an inexperi- ' —_ 
enced surgeon, it is daily a source of serious; F’rench Academy of Sciences.—M. Valen- 
accidents. Of late, numerous methods have ; ciennes has been elected to the vacancy" 
been proposed to facilitate this operation; and the section of Natural History, caused by 
Dr. Maisonneuve proposes the following:— the death of Geoffroy St. Hilaire. — 
Introduce into the urethra a very small gum- > Dr. Faraday has been elected Foreigt As 
elastic bougie, and, when it has reached the : sociate, in the place of the late Dr. Dalton. 
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